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FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2014 @ 12:00 PM 

Union Grill 
13 East Wheeling Street 
Washington, PA 15301 
Phone:  (724) 222-2860 

 
DAR / SAR Members and guests are welcome. 

 
Menu: Steak salad --- OR --- Penne with chicken 
broccoli in sherry wine sauce; wedding soup; rolls & 
butter; coffee; tea 
 

*** $17.50 per person *** 
 

Reservations MUST arrive before 
Saturday, February 8, 2014 

 
Please Mail Reservations To: 
 
Larry L. Ridgway, Treasurer 
Box 355 - 113 Railroad Street 
Stockdale, PA 15483-0355 
Phone:  (724) 938-2197 
 
Minutes ~ Saturday, December 7, 2013 
 
Call to Order: President Ed Schreiber called the 
meeting to order at The Union Grill in Washington, 
at 12:00PM. After introduction of all in attendance, 
Rev. Dr. Nathaniel C. Roe gave the invocation.  
 
Attendance: Twenty-six (26) people, guests (10) 
Compatriots (16): Helen & Warren W. Ashburn; 
Kate & Gerry D. Getman; Rachel & Hon. Thomas 
D. Gladden;  Marcia & Kenneth E. Gorton; June 
& Marshall E. Lignian; Dick Mellon; Ronald E. 
Miller; Rev. Dr. Eric C. Powell; E. Ward 
Reighard; Linda & Larry L. Ridgway; Grace & 
Rev. Dr. Nathaniel C. Roe; Marie & Edward W. 
Schreiber; John C. Schreiber;  Barb & Joseph M. 
Shaffer; Gary W. Timmons; John R. Yates & 
Grandson Dominic. 
 
Presidents Report: President Schreiber 
welcomed two Compatriots that have 

transferred from other chapters to our George 
Washington Chapter. They are Warren Ashburn 
and John Yates.   
 

 
 
Officer Reports: Following lunch, the Nominating 
Committee chaired by Joe Shaffer reported on the 
slate of officers for 2014. They are: President - 
Ronald E. Miller; Secretary – Gary W. Timmons; 
Treasurer – Larry L. Ridgway. A motion was made 
to accept said officers by acclamation since there 
were no other nominations. Motion was approved 
and Past PASSAR President Shaffer installed the 
new officers. Lindsay Morris has also volunteered 
to be Chapter Vice President, but was not present 
so he will be installed at a later date.   
 
Financial Report:  No report was given by 
Treasurer Ridgway other than to report that 2014 
dues continue to come in. 
 
Old Business: The minutes from the October 12, 
2013 Chapter meeting were approved. 
 
New Business: None 
 
Committee Reports:    
 
Color Guard: A Wreaths Across America sendoff 
ceremony will take place on Sunday December 8 at 
Cabela’s at their Wheeling Location at 4PM. 

http://www.sar.org/


Wreaths Across America: Gary Timmons 
reported that sponsorships have gone very well.  
See update elsewhere in this newsletter for more 
information. 
 
Program: Everyone in attendance shared in good 
food and fellowship.   
 

 
 
Good of the Order The next George Washington 
Chapter meeting will be February 15, 2014. 
 
Adjournment: Rev. Dr. Nathaniel C. Roe gave the 
Benediction. The meeting was adjourned at 
1:45pm.   
 
Welcome Aboard: The George Washington 
Chapter is honored and delighted to extend the 
warm hand of friendship to our newest members. 
After a long, arduous journey, John Roger Ruffing 
is the newest Compatriot to join our ranks. John 
lives in Washington and his Patriot ancestor is 
William John Beavers who was a Drummer in the 
Virginia Troops. Two Junior Compatriots, Skyler 
and Eli Welles, applications were also recently 
approved at National. Both are students and reside 
in Moon Township. They are the grandchildren of 
one of our newer members, Richard Cornish, Sr. 
Their Patriot ancestor is Andrew Hillard Cornish 
who served as a Sargeant in the Berkshire Co. 
Massachusetts Militia.   
 
We have had two new transfers to our Chapter. 
Warren Wilton Ashburn and John Robert Yates. 
Compatriot Ashburn resides in Pittsburgh and his 
Patriot ancestor is Luke Ashburn who served as a 
seaman from Virginia. Compatriot Yates has 
relocated back to Washington County from 
California. His Patriot ancestor was George Yates 
IV. Yates provided aid to an ill soldier. The chapter 

welcomes and looks forward to seeing these new 
members at some of our future meetings. The 
chapter welcomes sons and grandsons of members 
to age 18 as junior members. If joining on an 
approved line, the junior application fee is only 
$30.00 and their yearly dues are $5.00 per year.   
 
Supplemental Fee Increase: If you have any 
thoughts about doing a supplemental on another 
patriot in your line the time to take action is now! 
There is a good chance that at the National 
Congress to be held in North Carolina next summer 
the fee for doing supplementals will increase from 
the current rate of $50.00 to $90.00. The motion 
was made last year but was defeated, but may be 
brought up again, at Congress, and it is thought to 
have enough votes to increase the cost.  So act 
now and avoid the increase.      
  

 

Wreaths Across America 2013: The 2013 wreaths 
campaign has been a tremendous success! ☺  
What started in 2008 with our chapter gathering 
sponsors for 45 wreaths and last year grew to 567. 
This year, with YOUR help, our George 
Washington Chapter gathered actual sponsors for 
942 wreaths and with the bonus wreaths set-up that 
the chapter has, 1,414 wreaths were credited to our 
chapter making it the second largest gatherer of 
wreaths for The National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies in 2013. 

 

Pictured left to right: Gary Timmons, Ron Miller,  
Rev. Eric Powell, George Livingston, Phillip Lewis,  

and Robert Tomlinson 
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This year’s campaign started at the annual chapter 
picnic, when those in attendance helped stuff over 
100 envelopes to past sponsors requesting their 
participation again in 2013. Form these letters we 
received almost a 90% response. This year, with 
articles that were in the Washington, Steubenville, 
Weirton and Wheeling newspapers and from the 
letters we sent, we received well over 200 
responses. These sponsorships do not include our 
own chapter members that sponsored wreaths. We 
received donations from as far away as Iowa, 
Florida and South Carolina.  This has expanded 
beyond our wildest dreams.    
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On December 8, members of our combined Color 
Guard provided an honor guard at Cabella’s for a 
wreaths send-off ceremony. Then on December 14, 
in the snow and rain, Compatriots from our George 
Washington Chapter as well as from the Ebenezer 
Zane Chapter (OHSSAR) met at our George 
Washington Chapter “boulder” in the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies where we were joined 

with ladies from the DAR for a brief ceremony 
followed by a wreath laying at our marker.   
 
All then joined with the crowd to take part in the 
main wreath laying ceremony. This year, 5,045 
wreaths were placed. It is truly a humbling sight as 
almost every one of the nearly 8,000 graves ware 
marked with a wreath. We would like to 
acknowledge this last list of corporations,  
individuals and groups that have sponsored 
wreaths this season; 84 Lumber Co., Donna 
Antone, Bethel Fife & Drum Chapter – DAR, 
William Boardley, Mary Brown, Russell Burhenn, 
Gary & Roberta Cameron, Chartiers Lodge # 297 
F&AM, Walter Comer, Theresa Cook, Jean Craig,  
John & Mary Darby, Pat Duffy, Tom Duffy,  Virginia 
Dulany, Joseph Dyga,  Dorothy Ford,  Hallmor 
Machine Inc., Stephen Henderson, Mark & Michelle 
Herron,  Blaise & Patricia Hollot, Mary Ann Jesse, 
Regina Kaminski, John Kepner, Linda Koudson, 
Cheryl Kondik, Sylvester & Catherine Kukich, Marie 
Kunselman, Sally Marple, Linda Martin,  Mary 
Martin, Raymond Martin, Florine Masciantonio, 
Anne Marie McDonald, Charles McKee, Roberta 
Meixell, Gloria Miller, Moravian Trail Chapter – 
DAR,  Carole Morrison,  Patty Morgan, Judy 
Murray, John O’Leary, Parkinsons Ferry Society – 
CAR, Samuel Perry, Anne Prolago, Larry & Linda 
Ridgway, Patricia Rolek, David Schoolcraft, Hugh 
Stobbs,  Joanne Sulliven,  Jeanne Vega, Roger 
Warren,  Mark & Candie Wauthier,  Wheeling 
Rotary Club and Robert Wilson. With the help of 
these generous sponsors and the ones listed in the 
last couple issues of our newsletter, our George 
Washington Chapter gathered sponsors for 
approximately 28% of the wreaths that were 
placed.  Thanks to anyone that helped in any way 
and we have already received some donations for 
the 2014 campaign. 
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President’s Corner 
 

Happy New Year, 
 
It is again my pleasure to accept the role of your President of the George Washington Chapter. It is an honor to 
serve such an esteemed group of descendants of American Revolution Patriots. I want to thank Ed Schreiber 
for his dedication and leadership this past year. Ed has started the planning off for this year by setting up a 
number of our meetings. Thanks Ed.  Another heartfelt thanks to Jack Schreiber for his hard work and 
excellent service as Treasurer.  As we begin 2014, we are very fortunate to have Lindsay Morris serve as our 
Vice President and Larry Ridgeway serve as our Treasurer. Thanks to both for joining the leadership of our 
chapter. 
 
I want to provide a report of the George Washington Chapter Board of Management Meeting held on January 
14th. This was a fruitful meeting, as we prepared the schedule for the remainder of the year. It will be on the 
web page as soon as we are able to confirm our speaker for April, but we have listed the schedule in this 
newsletter for you to start your 2014 planning. Take a minute to mark these dates on your calendar as we are 
looking for YOUR attendance to at least two meetings this year! We also approved our budget and we are 
going to make every effort to have each meeting be financially self-sufficient. We will also produce more of our 
tri-fold flyers for distribution in hopes of getting our name out to the public and attract more members.  
Attracting new members will continue to be a top priority for us this year. This is something that everyone in our 
chapter can and should help with. We will also have an emphasis on presenting awards and flag certificates to 
deserving recipients.  
  
We have met many other folks interested in the same mission and principles of the SAR and that share an 
interest in the 18th Century and the Revolutionary War, but unfortunately they are unable to prove an ancestral 
connection to a Patriot. In some cases, the genealogy paper trail has come to an end without connecting to an 
ancestor in the Revolutionary War, and in other cases, that connection simply is not there. These folks would 
be a great asset to our chapter and share our interests, but cannot become a member of the National or State 
SAR. The Board of Management has proposed something new for our chapter: the creation of an Affiliate 
Membership. I want to share a draft of the guidelines for your comments and then we will discuss and vote on 
this proposal at our February meeting: 

 
George Washington Chapter Affiliate Member Guidelines 

 
An affiliate membership in the George Washington Chapter is open to males who: 

• Subscribe to the Mission of the Sons of the Revolution 
• Support the mission and programs of the George Washington Chapter 
• Share an interest in the American Revolution 
• Are currently in the process of ancestral research for an American Revolution Patriot 
• Are unable to prove ancestral connection to an American Revolution Patriot 

 
Affiliate members: 

• Are entitled to participate in all of the meetings and activities of the George Washington Chapter 
• Are encouraged to represent the Chapter as a member of the Color Guard 
• Are invited to voice comments on all matters, but are not voting members 
• Are not required to pay dues to the National or Pennsylvania Society, but will pay dues to the George Washington 

Chapter 
 
Please offer your comments to any of the Board of Management members prior to our February meeting.  
Please continue to share your recommendations on interesting Revolutionary era books, magazines, etc. and 
especially on speakers or presenters that would benefit our group at a regular meeting. 
 
Thanks for your membership and participation. 
 
Your Most Humble and Obedient Servant, 
Ron Miller 



SAR George Washington Chapter Activities for 2014 
 

 
 
 
Date    Location     Program 
 
February 15, 2014  Union Grill     Richard Robbins: George  
          Washington’s Land Holdings in 

Western Pennsylvania - Miller’s Run 
          
April 19, 2014   Breezy Heights    Fort Pitt Museum Speaker 
 
June 21, 2014   Meadowcroft Village    Shane Miller: History of our flag 
 
August 16, 2014  Annual Chapter Picnic   Monongahela, PA    
 
October 18, 2014  Nevillewood     Rob Winhurst   
 
Oct. 31 – Nov. 1, 2014 Washington, PA     PASSAR Quarterly Meeting   
 
December 3, 2014  Atria’s      Annual Christmas Party   
 
December 13, 2014  National Cemetery of the Alleghenies  Wreaths Across America   
 
 
Color Guard Activities: 
 
May 17, 2014    Cystic Fibrosis Walk 
 
May 26, 2014    Claysville Memorial Day Parade 
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