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News & Events 

George Washington Chapter 

Chartered June 5, 1924 

Pennsylvania Society ~ Sons of the American Revolution 
Vol. 93, No. 5 Washington, Pennsylvania September / October 2016 

 

OCTOBER  LUNCHEON 
Saturday, October 15, 2016 

Arrival & Greetings @ 12:00 PM 
Ramada Inn 

1170 W Chestnut Street 
Washington, PA 15301 

(724) 225-9750 
 

DAR / SAR Members and guests are welcome.  
 

Directions: Take Route 70 East to Exit 15 (Chestnut 
Street / Route 40.) At the exit veer to the right and 
continue on Chestnut Street and go through the stop 
light. The entrance to the Ramada Inn is the first right 
directly after the McDonald’s.  
 
Menu: Sirloin of Beef Rouladen or Baked White 
Fish  

Includes: Tossed Garden Salad, Chef’s Potato, 
and Vegetable, Rolls and Butter, Beverage.  

Price: $16.00 per person 
Reservations with meal choice 

MUST arrive by  
Monday, October 11, 2016 

Make checks to: George Washington Chapter-SAR 
 
Send to: Larry Ridgway – Treasurer 

   Box 355 - 113 Railroad Street 
             Stockdale, PA. 15483-0355 
             Phone: (724) 938-2197 
 

Program:  Compatriot Gary Timmons will present a 
program on Wreaths Across America. 
 
         Minutes ~ Saturday, August 20, 2016 
Call to Order: President Larry Ridgway called the 
meeting to order at Cross Creek County Park at  
4 PM. After welcoming Compatriots and guests, 
Compatriot Ronald Miller to give the invocation. 
  

Attendance: Twenty (13) people, guests (5) 
Compatriots (8): Kathleen & Gerry D. Getman; 
Ronald E. Miller;  E. Ward Reighard; Linda & 
Larry L. Ridgway; Marie & Edward W. Schreiber;  
Ruth & John C. Schreiber; Clarinda & Gary W. 
Timmons & Robert Tomlinson 
 
New Business: President Ridgway asked for and 
received a motion to approve the minutes from the 
June 18, 2016 Meadowcroft meeting. The President 
also read a resolution on the deaths of Compatriots 
George E. Livingston and John M. White, Sr.  
Good of the Order: Gary Timmons thanked all in 
attendance for helping stuff nearly 300 envelopes for 
the 2016 Wreaths Across America campaign prior to 
dinner. This made quick work to prepare the 
envelopes that are sent to past wreath sponsors. All 
in attendance had plenty to eat and shared in good 
fellowship. 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at  
6:00 PM.   
 

 
President Ridgway recently presented Deborah 
Brady of Coal Center with an SAR Flag Certificate 
for her proper presentation of the American Flag.  If 
you know a person or business that displays the 
Flag properly contact President Larry Ridgway for 
consideration.   
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Welcome: The Chapter is excited to welcome 4 
new members to the Society since our last 
newsletter. John Edward Burnett is the son of 
Compatriot John Albert Burnett of this chapter. He 
is a Senior at Cal-U majoring in Finance with a 
minor in Management. He is in the Cal-U Gun 
Club and a member of Phi Sigma Pi and Omicrun 
Epsilon Economics & Business Honor’s Society. 
He is an Eagle Scout and his patriot ancestor is 
Charles Frederick Lesesne, who served as a 
Private in the South Carolina Militia.  Raymond 
Hamilton Patterson lives on the 128 acre family 
dairy farm in Eighty-Four. He is a retired 
auctioneer and horse breeder and his patriot 
ancestor is James Morse who served as a Private 
in the 1st Battalion of the Cumberland County 
Militia. Crawford John Strunk is a Physician by 
profession and lives in Perrysville, Ohio. He is the 
grandson of Gene Painter and his patriot ancestor 
is Christopher Lobingier.  Byron Walker Zajdel 

 
is a 2008 graduate of Peters Township H S. He  
was  junior  &  senior class vice president and was  
co-captain  of  the  track  team  as  well  as 
concertmaster of the orchestra. He was a member 
of the Pittsburgh Youth Symphony. Byron is a 
2012  graduate of the  U.  S.  Military Academy at 
West Point. He currently holds the rank of Captain 
and  enjoys  reading  history  and  playing  ice 
hockey. His patriot ancestor is Enoch Dye who 
served in the Washington County Militia. We 
welcome all four and look forward to seeing them 
at future meetings.  
    
Report from PASSAR Summer BOM meeting: 
The quarterly meeting of Pennsylvania Society 
was held at the Airport Marriott in Pittsburgh on 
Saturday August 6, 2016. Items of interest: 
PASSAR approved a motion that a ladies auxiliary 
be formed. Also, in an effort to expedite the 
reconciliation of members’ dues, the December 31 

deadline to remit dues will be strictly enforced. 
Awards that were received at the National 
Congress in Boston were presented at the 
luncheon. Our George Washington Chapter once 
again was recognized and received a Partners in 
Patriotism certificate as well as a gold star to put on 
our streamer for the continuation of submitting 50% 
more patriot bios that PG Lindsey Brock instituted 
and continued to calendar year 2016.  
 
In Memory: The Chapter is saddened at the loss by 
death of our fellow Compatriot George Edward 
Livingston who died on Saturday July 23, 2016 at age 
81. Compatriot Livingston was a frequent attendee at 
our chapter meetings and was very active in the color 
guard taking part in many parades, and grave 
dedications. He was a US Army veteran serving with 
the National Security Agency and was retired from 
Continental Can. He was very passionate about his 
own family history and was always glad to help others 
in their family research.   

The Chapter has also learned of the passing of Barb 
Shaffer on August 5, 2016. Barb was the wife of Past 
Chapter and State President Joseph Shaffer. Barb 
was a regular attendee at our chapter meetings as 
well as attending state and national meeting with Joe. 
Barb was always known for her smile and cheery 
disposition. The thoughts and prayers of the Chapter 
go out to both families. 
 

Wreaths Across America 
 

 
 
It is once again time to kick off our 2016 Wreaths 
Across America (WWA) campaign. Their mission is 
to REMEMBER the fallen – HONOR those who serve, 
and TEACH our children the value of freedom. Last 
year, at over 1,000 locations both here and 25 
veterans’ cemeteries on foreign soil and with an 
estimated 60,000 volunteers, this program placed 
over 400,000 wreaths in those cemeteries. Of this, 
7,200 wreaths went to the National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies (NCA) located in Washington County, 
PA. This year those buried at the NCA number over 
9,000. Again, this year we have decided to go with 
the “3-for-2” option. This means that for every two 
wreaths sponsored, the cemetery will get three. So if 
you purchase two at $15.00 each the National 
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Cemetery of the Alleghenies will receive three. Buy 
4  and they will receive six. Purchase 10, and they 
will receive 15. Last year, with your help, our George 
Washington Chapter got sponsors for 1,765 
wreaths. This is up 150 from 2015.  This makes us 
one of the largest groups getting wreath 
sponsorships for the National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies. Last year we joined with an estimated 
2,000 volunteers and for the first time ever, with 
graves that were already decorated by families, 
every grave was marked. What a beautiful sight!  If 
you have purchased wreaths in the past, we 
sincerely thank you. If you have not, we would ask 
you to please look at the enclosed form and 
consider sponsoring a wreath(s) this year. You are 
also encouraged to join fellow Compatriots, 
Veterans, Scout groups, family, friends and students 
on Saturday December 17, 2016 rain, snow or shine 
at noon at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies 
or if you do not live in this area find a National 
Cemetery near you to help place wreaths. It is a 
humbling and gratifying experience. Remember “in 
life they served their country and now it’s a chance 
for us to honor them”. We want to thank our friends 
that have already sponsored wreaths this year: 
Linda Keller, Judy Murray, Zanes Trace Chapter – 
DAR, Dennis & Katalyn Filippelli, Mary Sue Hoke, 
Tir-City Classics, Rosalind Ashmun, Beverly 
Resciniti, Debra Newill, Harry Heider, Rita Schreiber 
Barbara Nicolella, Marilyn Dague, R. E. Saxon 
Jewler, Wheeling Elks Lodge # 28, American Legion 
Post 525, Lester Hess, Pat Duffy, Andrea Hamer, 
General Anthony Wayne Chapter-SAR, Duerr 
Packing, VFW Aux. Post 764, James Hixon, Harry 
Murtaugh, Fort Jackson Chapter-SAR, Sylvester 
Kukich, Rita Schreiber, Carole Fatigati, Pat Joyce, 
Mary Korsmeyer, Valerie Haney, James Craig, 
Donna Tekavec, Margaret Cipcic, Bernard and 
Lorraine Connell, Barry Huggins, Patty DeThomas, 
Marjorie D’Antonio, Jenice Stout, Susan Moyer, 
Roger & Margaret Warren, Donald & Jacquelyn 
Bianchi, Kathryn Cortese, Kenneth Dornbush, Janet 
Jobes, Joseph Rehak, Donna Glass, Gloria Suchko, 
Von & Lynn Lacock, Mrs. Richard Bishop, Ruth 
Yago, Wheeling IOOF Lodge # 9, Rosemary Guna, 
Henry, Chad & Barbara Dewitt, John Bell, Florence 
Patrick, Jo Ann Uscio, Cyrena Neely, Ron Tkach, 
Madeline Thielet, Dorothy Wnek, Ada Harsh, Linda 
Kaccinsky, Doreen Smith, Sam & Linda Perry, Cindy 
Baran, Richard Shrontz, Linda Knudson, Margaret 
Brown, Sonna Agnew, Pat Puskar, Geraldine 
Banketas, Harry Heider       
   
             Chapter Photos 
 

 
Compatriots that manned the SAR information table at the   
annual Whiskey Rebellion (L-R) Gary Timmons, Ron Miller  

and Merle Tomlinson 

 
           Stuffing 300 envelopes at the picnic 

 
2016 George Washington Chapter Picnic attendees             
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Wreath Sponsorship Form 

*Sponsored wreaths are placed on the grave markers at state, national veterans cemeteries 
as well as local cemeteries each December. Wreaths may be purchased online at 

www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org 
If you wish to make your sponsorship with a credit card please visit our website for a secure 
online         transaction. Please be sure to mention Group ID WVOOO5 and Cemetery 
location PANCAB for delivery to the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies.  
                                Deadline to place orders for wreaths November 25, 2016 

 
Name:_______________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ 

State:___________________________ Zip:_________ 

Phone:______________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 
 

Sponsorship Price Quantity Total 

Individual= 1 Wreath $15.00      

Family= 4 Wreaths $60.00      

Small Business= 10 Wreaths $150.00      

Corporate= 100 Wreaths  $1,500.00      

    Grand Total   

 
**SORRY- WE CAN NOT TAKE GRAVE SPECIFIC REQUESTS* 

 
Please note that all sponsorships are sent directly to the location and no wreaths are sent to 

the individuals purchasing sponsorships. 
 

 

Please make checks payable to: 
Wreaths Across America TM 

13 Elm Lane 
Wheeling, WV  26003 

Questions?  Please call 304-242-8759 
Thank you for your Sponsorship and joining us in our 

mission to Remember, Honor and Teach! 
 

Location ID:       PANCAB           Fundraising Group ID:  ___ WVOOO5___________ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
Cash $: ________________________ Total$: ______________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
Total # Checks: _________________  Reconciled: ____________________ 
 
MO $: ________________________ 
 
Entered:  
 

GEN:  
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 President’s Cor ner 
 

 
 
 

The wishes of the people, seldom founded in deep disquisitions, or resulting from other reasoning than their present feelings, 
may not entirely accord with our true policy and interest. If they do not, to observe a proper line of conduct for promoting the 
one, and avoiding offence to the other, will be a work of great difficulty. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, letter to John Banister, Apr. 21, 1778 

 
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer. A great time was had by all at the annual George Washington Chapter 
picnic at Cross Creek Park. I would especially like to thank Ed Schreiber for bringing his propane grill. 
 Fall is upon us and hopefully a little cooler. I, as President, have 2 more meetings and luncheons and I thank you 
for two wonderful years. We have our chapter meetings only every 2 months, 6 times a year, and they last about 2 
hours. It takes some effort for the Officers to find speakers for our meetings and they do a great job. We have had 
the passing this past year of a couple Compatriots that regularly attend meetings. This leaves a few less to attend. 
We have over 80 members and only 8 to 10 who attend regularly. As I said above, 2 months, 6 times, 2 hours of 
your time. Please come out to the meetings and enjoy the programs and comradeship of the other compatriots. We 
also would welcome any suggestions you may have as to ways to improve our meetings. It is your chapter. Please 
feel free to contact any of the chapter officers with any ideas you may have. This is really a small amount of your 
time. Let us fill up the meeting room this month and our Christmas luncheon in December. 
 
Thank you, your humble servant, 
Larry Ridgway 
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BRANDYWINE IN4 

As dawn broke on the morning of September 11, 1777, fog clung along the banks of Brandywine Creek near Chadd’s Ford, 

Pennsylvania. Gen. George Washington posted his nearly 14,000-man Continental Army among several small hills 

overlooking the creek. His goal was to prevent the British from occupying the young nation’s capital at Philadelphia. 

Washington, thinking his strong position impenetrable, had received faulty intelligence. A skillful British flank march would 

eventually doom the American effort to defend the Brandywine. Despite brave stands by American soldiers at Birmingham 

Meeting House and elsewhere, Brandywine ended in a Colonial defeat—but it was an invaluable experience for Washington’s 

young army. Washington said the experience had helped his men gain “what all young troops gain by being in actions.” 
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George Washington Chapter                                                                                                                                                                       
Sons of the American Revolution                                                                                                                                                                 
c/o Gary W. Timmons 
13 Elm Lane 
Wheeling, W. Va. 26003-4905 
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