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AUGUST CHAPTER PICNIC
Saturday, August 19, 2017
Arrival & Greetings @ 3:30 PM
Meal @ 4:30 PM
Cross Creek park
Off Route 50 near Rea, PA
DAR / SAR Members and guests are welcome.
Bring your children and grandchildren!
Directions: From Washington take your best route to
PA Route 18 until it intersects with Route 50. Turn
left onto Route 50 West and go approximately 4
miles. Take a left onto Country Park Road. The
picnic area is about a mile down the road.

July / August 2017

recognized Compatriot Gene Painter on celebrating
his 102nd birthday in the past week. President
Winter then spoke on the passing of Grace Roe,
wife of Rev. Dr. Nat Roe who after a moment of
silence gave an invocation.

Attendance: Twenty-two (22) people, guests (9)
Compatriots (13): Stephen R. Burchesky;
Michael Z. Burchesky; Kevin Burne; Bracken
Burns; Nancy Kagarise; Michael D. C.
Merryman; Ronald E. Miller; Eugene G.
Painter; E. Ward Reighard; Rev. Dr. Nathaniel
C. Roe; Ruth & Jack C. Schreiber; David
Scofield; Joseph M. Shaffer, Sr.; Joseph M.
Shaffer, Jr.; James & Sue Struck; Gary W.
Timmons; Richard L. White; Willard C. White;
Cindy & Kurt Winter.

Facilities: Cross Creek has electricity, water, and
restrooms. Adjacent to the picnic area is a playground.
There is also a boat launch over the hill in the case
you’d like to bring your boat (if you have one, of
course!)

Menu: Hot dogs, hamburgers, baked beans,
salads, cookies, and drinks.
Price: $13.00 per person
Reservations MUST arrive by
Monday, August 14, 2017
Make checks to: George Washington Chapter-SAR
Send to: Larry Ridgway – Treasurer
Box 355 - 113 Railroad Street
Stockdale, PA. 15483-0355
Phone: (724) 938-2197

Minutes ~ Saturday, June 20, 2015

Longtime George Washington Chapter members Nat Roe (L) and
Gene Painter share some fellowship. Nat has been longtime Chapter
Chaplin and Gene had just celebrated his 102nd birthday in June.

Following lunch, President Winter called for approval
of the minutes from the April 22, 2017 chapter
meeting. Minutes were approved.

Call to Order: President Kurt J. Winter called
Secretary Report; Secretary Gary Timmons read
the meeting to order at Meadowcroft Museum of
a letter from the National Society about renewing
Rural Life in Avella, PA. at 12:04PM. After
its annual membership in the “Friends of the
welcoming Compatriots and guests President
Library" at a cost of $25.00. Motion was made,
Winter led all in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
seconded and passed unanimously.
followed by the Pledge to the SAR. He then
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Treasurer Report: Chapter balance as of
6/15/17 $2,109.62
Committee Reports: Color Guard – Ronald
Miller reported that the Chapter Color Guard took
part in the grave dedication of Patriot Thomas
Brownlee at the South Buffalo Cemetery near
Sunset Beach as well as the Claysville Memorial
Day parade.
Genealogy – Chapter Genealogist Michael
Merryman reported that there are currently
applications for 3 junior members at National as
well as several supplementals awaiting approval.
Medals & Awards –Joseph M. Shaffer, Sr.
received a 30 year membership pin and
certificate and Ronald E. Miller was presented
the National Patriot Graves medal and certificate.

New Business: Ron Miller asked for volunteers to
help man the SAR information table on Saturday
July 8, 2017 any time from 10am – 5pm as part of
the Whiskey Rebellion celebration that will be held
in Washington, PA. Gary Timmons spoke on the
CAR President Morgan Meer’s state project to raise
funds to purchase interpretive signs to be placed at
the Meadowcroft rock shelter. A motion was made,
seconded and passed to donate $50.00 to Miss
Meer’s project.

Some of the volunteers who helped man SAR info table at the 2017
Whiskey Rebellion (L-R) Gary Timmons, Larry Ridgway, Ed
Schreiber, Kurt Winter, Steve Burchesky and Ed Schreiber.

President Winter (L) presents PP Joe Shaffer with a 30 year
member pin & certificate.

Program: Former Washington County
Commissioner Bracken Burns (below) presented
an entertaining program on the history of
Washington County and its Court Houses.
Following the program President Winter presented
Mr. Burns with the Bronze Good Citizen medal for
his years of public service and knowledge of
history.

PP Ron Miller (L) receives the National Society Patriot Graves
medal from PASSAR District Deputy Gary Timmons.

Old Business: None
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Good of the Order: President Winter announced
that the next meeting would be the annual
Chapter picnic to be held at Cross Creek Park on
Saturday August 19, 2017 at 3:30 PM.
Adjournment: President Winter closed the
meeting with all reciting the SAR Recessional and
the Benediction was given by Rev. Dr. Nathaniel
C. Roe. The meeting was adjourned at 1:53 PM.
Welcome Aboard: The Chapter is excited to
welcome 3 new junior members to our ranks. Emilio,
Antonio and Nico Borello’s applications have just
been approved at National. Their Patriot ancestor is
Joseph Ward who did patriotic service in Virginia by
furnishing supplies for the war effort. Let this serve
as a reminder that any males under the age of 18
can also be members of the SAR. So if you have
sons or grandsons, sign them up!! The yearly dues
for a junior member are only $5.00.

Fort Laurens Memorial Ceremony
Saturday, July 29, 2017
L-R Gary Timmons, Kurt Winter, Ron Miller, Michael Merryman and
Ron Bruce
Below: some of the many wreaths presented at the Tomb of the
Unknown Revolutionary War Soldier

Congratulations: The Chapter wishes to extend
congratulations to Compatriot Scott Winter and his
wife Linsay on the birth of their first child Elizabeth
Ann who was born on June 13. This is also the first
grandchild of Chapter President Kurt and Cindy
Winter. May she have a long, healthy and happy life.

2017 National Congress Report: The 127th
Annual National Congress of the Sons of the
American Revolution was held in Knoxville,
Tennessee from July 8 thru July 13, 2017. The
most important item that was addressed was on
new member applications. There is no longer a
need to hold membership applications so that
applicants that are approved this fall will end up
paying 2018 dues. The new rule is that anyone
that is registered at national as a new member
of the SAR after September 1st, will have their
2018 dues paid with their application fee. So
with an eight to twelve week wait from time of
arrival of the membership application at national
headquarters until approval any applications
sent in now will be getting registered sometime
in September. Also, a new application form is
being implemented as of August 1. The George
Washington Chapter once again was
recognized and received the “Partners in
Patriotism” certificate and the new President
General of the SAR is Larry T. Guzy of Georgia.

2017 Dates to Remember:
July 29 Fort Laurens memorial ceremony at the
Tomb of the Unknown Revolutionary War Soldier,
Bolivar, Ohio
August 5 PASSAR BOM meeting – Erie, PA.
August 19 George Washington Chapter picnic
September 2 & 3 Fort Henry Days – Oglebay
Park - Wheeling, WV 10 AM – 5 PM (free)
September 16 Elizabethtown Festival –
Moundsville, WV 10 AM - 4:30 PM (free)
October 7 Washington County Chapter DAR
125th Anniversary
October 8 Battle Days Memorial wreath laying –
Point Pleasant, WV 2:00 PM
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Fort Laurens / Tomb of the Unknown Patriot
Winter was fast approaching and the morale was low among the American troops and militia that had
been sent to the Ohio Country to quell the Indian threat and establish a supply post for an eventual attack on the
British at Detroit. Food was scarce, as expected supplies had not arrived and many of the Continental troops term
of service would be soon expiring.
George Washington had planned to build a series of blockades from Fort Pitt to Detroit to supply an
eventual attack on the British. Washington appointed General Lachlan McIntosh as commander of 1,200 men of
the Eighth Pennsylvania and Thirteenth Virginia regiments. In 1778, the troops left Fort McIntosh on the Ohio
River. But poor weather and problems with loose pack animals plagued much of the march. The troops only
progressed five miles a day. When they reached the Tuscarawas River, General McIntosh decided to abandon the
campaign until spring.
Near present-day Bolivar, Ohio he ordered the building of a new fort despite protests from the Delaware
Indians. The only regional people not allied with the British. The Delaware, including Moravian Christian Indians
at Gnadenhutten warned that the fort was too far north to protect their native villages and too far away from
known supply lines to receive help. McIntosh ignored the pleas and proceeded building the fort which he named
for his friend Henry Laurens, president of the Continental Congress. As the fort neared completion, General
McIntosh and most of the men departed, leaving 176 men and five women to hold the fort for the winter.
Fort Laurens was built with available timber, featured corner bastions and a blockhouse on its four-sided
palisade. The completion was hindered by a shortage of supplies and many of the troops lack of suitable clothing
for working outside in an Ohio winter. Hostile forces held the area on all sides, and the Delaware, threaten by the
British allied Indians were threatened with severe reprisals if they interfered, were unable to help. A group of
soldiers looking for pack animals were attacked by British-led Indians in full sight of the fort, making the troops
reluctant to venture beyond the walls even to gather food.
The fort Commander, John Gibson, and his men faced not only the constant threat of enemy attack, but
also the real possibility of starvation. Supplies were scarce and the distance from Fort Pitt and Fort McIntosh
made it difficult for supply trains to reach the garrison. Within a short time after General McIntosh’s departure
the occupants of Fort Laurens were reduced to eating herbs, boiling ox-hides and even eating their own
moccasins for soup.
In January 1779, a supply party left Fort Laurens to return to Fort Pitt, carrying letters from Gibson asking
for more help. But an ambush left two dead, four wounded and one missing or captured along with the letters,
which advised the British of Fort Laurens problems.
By February, the fort was encircled by 180 Indians led by Simon Girty, a frontiersman who sided with the
British. Gibson, not knowing that he was surrounded, sent a group of soldiers to collect wood. They were
massacred as their comrades watched. By evening the battle was on.
British Captain Henry Bird was sure he had only to wait and starve the garrison to surrender. But whether
by luck or providence, the garrison outlasted the attackers who finally withdrew.
A relief column from Fort McIntosh arrived in March. Gibson and the remained of the survivors departed,
but the new troops met with similar problems and in August of 1779 Fort Laurens was abandoned as well as
Washington’s plan to build further defenses. In total, 21 soldiers lost their lives while serving at the fort. Fort
Laurens is the only Revolutionary War fort that was built in the state of Ohio.
Today Fort Laurens is memorialized by an 81 acre park that includes a museum that displays artifacts
from several archaeological excavations that have taken place over the years as well as picnic shelters and bike
paths. Just outside the museum is the Tomb of the Unknown Patriot of the American Revolution. The tomb holds
the remains of one of the unknown defenders of Fort Laurens and was dedicated in 1976. Other soldiers, whose
remains were found in a mass grave during an archaeological excavation of the site lie nearby in a crypt in the
museum.
Every year, on the last Saturday in July, The Ohio Society of the Sons of the American Revolution hold a
nationally recognized memorial. Again this year, the George Washington Chapter and PASSAR was represented
and had wreaths placed at the tomb.

President’s Corner

Compatriots!
The time has gone so fast since I was installed as president this past February. Now summer is here.
A look back at the SAR activities our chapter has engaged in so far this year started with a Flag
Display Recognition for a deserving veteran in Monongahela. Gary and I attended the State SAR
Meeting in State College. Several young people were recognized there for outstanding patriotic
essays and posters. Also, we heard from Morgan Meer, State President of the Children of the
American Revolution, CAR. Our chapter has voted to contribute to her project at Meadowcroft Village.
The Chapter Color Guard and members participated in a grave dedication in Taylorstown and a
Memorial Day parade in Claysville. I would like to thank to all who volunteered at our SAR information
table at the Whiskey Rebellion Festival in Washington. Some came early and some came mid-day. It
was entertaining and a good time was had by all. (I had hoped to see Clay Kilgore tarred and
feathered; however, he told us during his presentation at our meeting that HE DOES the tar and
feathering!) These activities have been in addition to our regular meetings featuring good fellowship,
food and outstanding programing. The George Washington Chapter is on the move.
The SAR at the national, state and local chapter level will be focusing on membership. Both
encouraging inactive members to participate in our meetings and activities as well as attracting new
members.
Please join us and call or email a Compatriot you have not seen for a while. Let them know they are
both missed and are missing out on some enjoyable as well as important activities. I hope to see you
on August 19th at Cross Creek County Park, pavilion #1 to celebrate our annual picnic.
Quoting from George Washington:
The name of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just
pride of Patriotism…
Your humble and obedient servant,

Kurt Winter

Courtesy of: http://en.community.epals.com/heroes/p/americanrevolutionarywar.aspx
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