
*** http://www.georgewashingtonchapter.com ***  

News & Events 
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Pennsylvania Society ~ Sons of the American Revolution 
Vol. 95, No. 5 Washington, Pennsylvania September / October 2018 

 

OCTOBER  LUNCHEON 

Saturday October 20, 2018 
BREEZY HEIGHTS TAVERN & RESTAURANT                                                                          
.           714 Washington Pike - Route 844  
                   West Avella, PA 15312  
                      Phone: (724) 587-3461   
DAR / SAR Members and guests are welcome.  

  
Menu: Broasted Chicken, Potatoes, Cole Slaw,  
Cookie tray, coffee, tea and soft drinks.   

                *** $16.00 per person ***  
Reservations MUST arrive by  
 Monday, October 15, 2018 

 
Make checks to: George Washington Chapter-SAR 
 

Send to: Larry Ridgway – Treasurer 

   Box 355 - 113 Railroad Street 
             Stockdale, PA. 15483-0355 
             Phone: (724) 938-2197 

 

Program:   Dr. W. Thomas Mainwaring, the chair 
of the department of history at Washington & 
Jefferson College, will present a piece on the 
Underground Railroad and the Civil War.  

 

         Minutes ~ Saturday, August 18, 2018 
Call to Order: President Kurt Winter called the 
meeting to order at Cross Creek County Park at 
4PM. After welcoming Compatriots and guests, 
Chapter Chaplin Robert Grumbling gave an 
invocation. 
 Attendance: Twenty eight (28) people, guests 
(14) Compatriots (13):  Patrick J. Alterio; Susan 
& Fredric G. Bender; Helen Burne;  
Ralph Busha; Dolores Clegg; Thomas Garvey; 
Robert K. Grumbling; Susan, Morgan, Karl A. & 
Everitt D. Meer; Michael D. C. Merryman;   
Ronald E. Miller; Linda & Larry L. Ridgway;  
Marie & Edward W. Schreiber;  Ruth & John C. 
Schreiber; Trudi Smith; A. J. Swerbensky;   
Robert K. Taylor; William G. Taylor; Clarinda & 
Gary W. Timmons and Cindy & Kurt J. Winter. 

 
Installation: Before lunch Patrick J. Alterio was 
inducted into the Chapter. Photo below (L-R) Kurt 
Winter, Patrick Alterio, and his sponsor Michael 
Merryman. 

 
 

 
New Business: President Winter asked for and 

received a motion to approve the minutes from the 
June 16, 2018 Meadowcroft meeting. Chapter 
Chaplain Robert Grumbling read a death resolution 
on the passing of Rev. Dr. Nat C. Roe. A “Thinking of 
you” card was signed by all for E. Ward Reighard. 
 
Awards: District Deputy Gary Timmons presented 
Ronald Miller with the Silver Color Guard Medal that 
was presented in May at the PASSAR Annual 
Meeting at Valley Forge. At the National Congress 
that was held in Huston, TX in July, the chapter 
received a Partners in Patriotism certificate. Michael 
Merryman received a Liberty medal and Gary 
Timmons received an Oak Leif cluster for his Liberty 
medal.   
 

Good of the Order: Chapter VP Michael 
Merryman announced that the DAR is planning a 
multi-grave dedication, possibily, in 2020 at the 
South Buffalo Cemetery. All in attendance had 
plenty to eat and shared in good fellowship. 
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Program: Chapter Junior member and current PA 
CAR State President Everitt Meer presented a 
power point talk on his state project which is to raise 
funds to help sponsor Veterans Breakfast Club 
events. Following his presentation President Winter 
presented a check from the chapter towards Meer’s 
project as well as a Certificate of Appreciation for his 
work. 

 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 
5:50PM 
 

 
  
Welcome:  
 

2019 SAR Dues 

You should have already received your 2019 dues 

notice. Please take a moment to pay your dues 

either by check or electronically. This will keep 

everything running efficiently and save having to 

be reminded later and possibly having to pay an 

additional $10.00 if you are dropped. Thank you.   

 
  

 
 
It is once again time to kick off our 2018 Wreaths 
Across America (WWA) campaign. Their mission is 
to REMEMBER the fallen – HONOR those who serve, 
and TEACH our children the value of freedom. Last 
year, at over 1,422 locations both here and 25 
veterans’ cemeteries on foreign soil and with an 
estimated 60,000 volunteers nationwide, this program 
placed over 1,570,000 wreaths in those cemeteries. 
Of this, 10,355 wreaths went to the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies (NCA) located in 
Washington County, PA. This year those buried at the 
NCA number over 13,700. Again, this year we have 
decided to go with the “3-for-2” option. This means 
that for every two wreaths sponsored, the cemetery 
will get three. So if you purchase two at $15.00 each 
the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies will receive 
three. Buy 4  and they will receive six. Purchase 10, 
and they will receive 15. Last year, with your help, 
our George Washington Chapter got sponsors for 
2,423 wreaths. This is up 559 wreaths from 2017.  
The George Washington Chapter continues the 
distinction of being the largest group to get wreath 
sponsorships for the National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies. Last year, under cold weather conditions 
we joined an estimated 1,500 volunteers and for the 
third consecutive year, with graves that were already 
decorated by families, every grave was marked. 
What a beautiful sight!  If you have purchased 
wreaths in the past, we sincerely thank you. If you 
have not, we would ask you to please look at the 
enclosed form and consider sponsoring a wreath(s) 
this year. You are also encouraged to join fellow 
Compatriots, Veterans, Scout groups, family, friends 
and students on Saturday December 15, 2018 rain, 
snow or shine at noon at the National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies or if you do not live in this area find a 
National Cemetery near you to help place wreaths. It 
is a humbling and gratifying experience. Remember 
“in life they served their country and now it’s a chance 
for us to honor them”. We want to thank our friends 
that have already sponsored wreaths this year: Sue 
Bender, Donald Bianchi, Nancy Bishop, Bernard & 
Lorraine Connell, Peggy Craig,  Duerr Packaging, 
Mary Gafric, Evelyn Gallo, Lois Gnagey, Robert 
Grumbling, Rosemary Guna, Ken & Georgianna 
Hartzell, Joan Kness, Mary Korsmeyer, Donzel Lamp, 
Ed & Marilyn Malinowski, Harry Murtaugh, Dollie 
Parascenzo, Dorothy Wnek and Thomas Yoho. 
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                        In Memorial        

 
 
 

It is with great sorrow and sadness that I report the passing 

of Rev. Dr. Nathaniel C. Roe, 95, of Washington, who went 

to be with his Savior and Lord, Wednesday, August 1, 2018. 

He was born December 18, 1922, in Goshen, N.Y., a son of 

the late Thomas Beech Roe Jr. and Margretta Farley Roe. 

Growing up on a dairy farm, he graduated from Chester 

High School in 1940. Early, at a summer conference in 

1939, he heard the call of God to serve as an agricultural 

missionary. In fall 1941, he enrolled at Cornell University in 

order to study agricultural engineering, where he also 

participated as a member of the Reserve Officers' Training 

Corps. With the entrance of the United States into World 

War II, Nathaniel became part of the 94th Division in the 

302nd Infantry Regiment. He was promoted to master 

sergeant and was decorated with a Bronze Star and Combat 

Infantry Badge for his military service in Europe. 

Upon returning home, he resumed his studies by completing 

his bachelor's degree at Cornell University and a degree 

from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1950. He and his 

wife, Muriel, served together in Cameroon from 1951 to 

1959 as Presbyterian missionaries, proclaiming the Gospel 

and teaching rural development. During that time, he also 

completed a master's degree in New Testament studies at 

Princeton Seminary in 1955. Returning from Cameroon, he 

was assigned as a missionary to India, where he served for 

nearly six years as a district superintendent, based in the city 

of Miraj. 

Returning home, he received a call to serve Washington 

Presbytery as its general presbyter beginning in 1966, 

consulting and working with 87 Presbyterian churches in 

Washington and Greene Counties, until his retirement in 

1989. He also participated in ecumenical relationships with 

the founding of Christian Associates, representing Protestant, 

Catholic and Orthodox traditions in Western Pennsylvania. 

During this time, he would be recognized by Waynesburg 

University with a doctor of divinity degree in 1978. 

During his life in Washington, he served as an active member 

of Rotary Club and served as Chaplain of our George 

Washington Chapter for nearly two decades. Throughout his 

life, he was also a beekeeper and a master craftsman 

woodworker. 

As a faithful servant of God, Nathaniel loved to speak of the 

uniqueness of Jesus Christ. In witness to that grace, he shared 

his stories of how his Lord had blessed him through growing 

up on a dairy farm to his experiences around the globe and to 

his long life of service in Western Pennsylvania. 

Surviving are three sons, Daniel (Sandy) Roe of Bellefonte, 

David (Jackie) Roe of Grand Haven, Mich., and Thomas 

(Barbara) Roe of Stoughton, Wis; two daughters, Nancy 

(Gary) Kagarise of Westerville, Ohio, and Martha (Skip) 

Noftzger of Waynesburg; 16 grandchildren, Jenny Kenderski, 

Daniel Kagarise, Elizabeth Lang, Mary and Anna Roe, Jessie, 

Eliza, Audra, Caleb and Aaron Roe, Ben and Tim Noftzger, 

Jacob, Katie, Owen and Clea Roe; and four great-

grandchildren. 

Deceased are his sister, Katherine "Kate" Williamson; brother 

Reynolds "Bud" Roe; both of his former wives, Muriel 

Osgood Roe, to whom he was married from 1949 until her 

death in 1998 and Grace Vierling Wilson Roe, to whom he 

was married from 1999 until her death in 2017. 

The Chapter also has learned of the passing of 

Stephen R. Burchesky on September 11, 2018 at 

age 70. Compatriot Burchesky was a newer member 

and was very passionate about family history and 

enjoyed photography.  The thoughts and prayers of 

the chapter are extended to both families.   

 
 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=189783794&affiliateID=1600
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=189783794&affiliateID=1600
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/bronze-star/?personid=189783794&affiliateID=1600
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/rotary-international/?personid=189783794&affiliateID=1600
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