Welcome to the
Sons of the American Revolution
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The Objectives of the SAR:
The objects of this Society are declared to be patriotic, historical, and educational, and
shall include those intended or designed to perpetuate the memory of those patriots
who, by their services or sacrifices during the war of the American Revolution, achieved
the independence of the American people:
to unite and promote fellowship among their descendants;
to inspire them and the community-at-large with a more profound reverence for the
principles of the government founded by our forefathers;
to encourage historical research in relation to the American Revolution;
to acquire and preserve the records of the individual services of the patriots of the war,
as well as documents, relics, and landmarks
to mark the scenes of the Revolution by appropriate memorials;
to celebrate the anniversaries of the prominent events of the war and of the
Revolutionary period;
to foster true patriotism;
to maintain and extend institutions of American Freedom and to carry out the purposes
expressed in the preamble of the Constitution of our country and the injunctions of
Washington in his farewell address to the American People.
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Welcome
to the Sons of the American Revolution
We congratulate and welcome you to the Sons of the American Revolution. We look
forward to your involvement in our Chapter and our many activities.
We meet every other month for a lunch, fellowship and have a prominent speaker on
American history, primarily eighteenth century. We have a Color Guard that participates
in many activities throughout the year and would invite you to join the Color Guard. We
also have many other activities and will highlight our Chapter in more detail later in this
booklet.
This handbook is your guide to understanding the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution (NSSAR), the Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution (PASSAR) and your local Chapter; the George Washington Chapter.
The objectives, policies, organizational structures, protocols and programs all flow
downward from the National Society to the Pennsylvania Society and to the George
Washington Chapter. Your participation is encouraged at the national and state levels
in addition to our chapter activities.
This guidebook will start at the Chapter level as this will be the core of your membership
and involvement. We will then briefly explain the State Society and the National
Society.
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George Washington Chapter
A petition signed by twenty prospective members residing
in Washington, PA was presented to the Board of
Management, Pennsylvania Society, at their meeting on
June 5, 1924, requesting permission to organize a chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR), to be
called the Washington Chapter, which was granted. On
April 17, 1927, the Board authorized a change in the
name of the chapter to the George Washington Chapter,
and this chapter is now the third oldest in the
Pennsylvania Society.
Washington County, PA, of which the City of Washington
is the County Seat, was formed on March 28, 1781, the first Pennsylvania County
formed after the Declaration of Independence and the only one organized during the
Revolutionary period. It was probably the first, or one of the first localities, to be named
in honor of George Washington, who as Commander-In-Chief of the Revolutionary
forces and was at the height of his military fame.

The Mission of the George Washington Chapter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Perpetuating the memory of Revolutionary War patriots
Promoting fellowship among their descendants
Inspiring the community with a reverence for the principles of government
founded by our forefathers
Encouraging historical research of the American Revolution
Preserving the records of Revolutionary War patriots
Marking the locations of Revolution events and its soldiers
Celebrating anniversaries of the events of the revolution
Fostering true patriotism
Maintaining and extending institutions of American freedom
Carrying out the purposes of the Preamble of the Constitution
Following the injunctions of Washington’s farewell address

The George Washington Chapter meets every other month starting with a meeting in
February, usually on the third Saturday of the month. We alternate meeting locations,
meeting for lunch and in addition to our business meeting, we invite a notable historic
speaker to present an approximate a one-half hour program. August is our annual
picnic and December is the annual Christmas Party where we do not have a business
meeting or speaker.
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We also have activities
throughout the year such as
Revolutionary Patriot grave
dedications, the Whiskey
Rebellion Festival, etc.

Our Color Guard is very active and represents the Chapter
at parades, and other ceremonies, often with the Color
Guards from adjoining SAR Chapters. If you would like a
more immersive feeling of the 18th century, then the Color
Guard is for you. We would love to have you join us.

Our Chapter has donated an electric cart for the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies
to transport families throughout the cemetery and have also placed a stone in memory
of all Revolutionary Soldiers at the cemetery.

Our ongoing annual project is Wreaths Across America at the National Cemetery of the
Alleghenies. Each year we collect sponsors for wreaths to
be placed on the graves at the cemetery on the second
Saturday in December.
We also have a very short ceremony with the local SAR and
DAR groups to lay a wreath on the Revolutionary Soldier
stone in the cemetery. For the past four years our Chapter
has been the largest single group donor of wreaths for the
Wreaths Across America at the National Cemetery of the
Alleghenies. This is a year-round project for us to solicit
wreaths from corporate and individual donors.
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Most of us have joined the SAR so that we and our family could be recognized as
decedents of revolutionary war patriots. We are proud of it and should be proud of it
and our country.
As our Chapter is only as good as we, the members make it, we ask for your active
participation and support of the society objectives of patriotism, education and history.
Here are the committees and opportunities for you to become involved with us. Please
look over this list to see what area you would best be able to serve. The explanation of
each committee can be found in Appendix A at the back of this booklet. Please ask an
officer any question you may have and we hope to have you involved.
Allegiance Sunday
American Heritage & Preservation
Eagle Scout
Newsletter
Medals and Awards
Publicity

Revolutionary War graves
Speakers Bureau
Veterans
Webmaster
Youth
Color Guard

Current Officers of the George Washington Chapter

Vice President

President
Kurt Winter

Secretary
Gary Timmons

Genealogist/ Registrar

Michael Merryman

Chaplain
Bob Grumbling

Treasurer
Ed Schreiber
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We often present Medals and Awards to our members and to non-members

who have completed military, community, or government service outside
the SAR. Please see Appendix B for a list of the medals and awards.
We also encourage youth participation in a variety of contests and
scholarships for all ages and open to all public, private and home-schooled
students: Elementary School Poster contest, Middle School brochure
contest, Knight essay and oration contest for High School students and an
Eagle Scout contest and scholarship. Please ask for more specific
information and applications.

Dues are collected starting in October of each year. The dues can be paid online and your dues notice
will be sent to your email address.
Please keep us informed of your current mail address, phone number and email address. We are
communicating more and more via email in order to be good stewards of our finances.

Please visit the chapter website for more information:
www.georgewashingtonchapter.com

Welcome again to our Chapter - we are glad you have joined with us to fulfill
the objectives of the SAR. Please do not hesitate to ask any of us a question
or offer comments. Please plan on joining with us at our bi-monthly meetings
and other activities.
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The Pennsylvania Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution
PASSAR
The Pennsylvania Society - SAR was organized in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, on November 23, 1893, with 25 charter members,
all from the District of Columbia Society - since the National
headquarters was then located in Washington, D.C
By 1902, membership had grown to 378 - and by 2020 has reached more than 1500.
The Society holds quarterly meetings - hosted around the state in turn by the local chapters - at which
Pennsylvania members and their guests foregather, dine and get acquainted, and the Compatriots
conduct business of state-wide concern.
Medals and awards are presented to members and other Americans for patriotic activities and civic
services, and donations made to worthy historical and genealogical projects, associated with the colonial
and Revolutionary period. A quarterly magazine, The Minuteman, containing reports and articles, is also
published online.
The Pennsylvania Society, like the other State Societies across the nation, is authorized to issue chapter
charters within the state. In Pennsylvania, there are now 23 local chapters, plus an "at large" chapter.
Each Chapter is grouped by Districts with an elected District Deputy to provide support and assistance
to each Chapter.
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Chapter Name

Location

Benjamin Franklin
Centre County
Christopher Gist
Conococheague
Continental Congress

Franklin
State College
Butler
Chambersburg
York, Lancaster,
Adams Counties
Erie
Halifax
Waynesburg
Altoona
Beaver Falls
Greensburg
Coudersport
Washington
Reading

Erie
Fort Halifax
Fort Jackson
Frontier Patriots
General Anthony Wayne
General Arthur St. Clair
General James Potter
George Washington
Governor Joseph Hiester

Chapter Name
Great Glades
Harris Ferry
Northeast
Philadelphia Continental

Pittsburgh
Tiadaghton
Valley Forge
Washingtonburg
Washington Crossing
William Maclay
State at Large

Location
Somerset
Harrisburg
Scranton-Wilkes Barre
Chester, Delaware,
Montgomery,
Philadelphia Counties
Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County
Williamsport
Allentown-Bethlehem
Easton
Carlisle
Washington Crossing
Sunbury

PASSAR is active in supporting and participating in many activities including:
•
•
•
•

•

Decorate the graves of Revolutionary War soldiers and patriots
Support excellence in teaching American history
Participate in patriotic observances
Support research and preservation of historic material relating to the men and
women who fought or gave service for Independence in the American
Revolutionary War
Participate in the Wreaths Across America program and place wreaths at three
National Cemeteries to honor Veterans.

The State Society headquarters is moveable, the mailing address being wherever the
State Secretary happens to reside. Currently, The State President, Rev. David J. Felts,
lives in Rochester, PA, and the Secretary, Russell L. Mills, resides in Littlestown, PA.

The website for the PASSAR is www.passar.org and contains much more information
concerning the state society.
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The National Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution
NSSAR
The SAR is the largest male lineage organization in the
U.S. and consists of 50 societies with more than 500
local chapters, and several international societies (including Canada, France, Germany,
Mexico, Spain, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom), with over 34,000 members.
The SAR grew out of a few patriotic organizations who formed during and shortly
following the centennial celebration of the United States in the 1870’s and 1880’s. The
SAR was incorporated on January 17, 1890, in Connecticut, with the first National
Congress on April 30, 1890, in Louisville, Kentucky- the 100th anniversary of the
inauguration of George Washington as the first President. The National Society was
chartered by an Act of the U.S. Congress on June 9, 1906, which was signed by
President Theodore Roosevelt, a SAR member.
The National Society is organized into State Societies. Membership in the National
Society Sons of the American is through a State Society. State Societies are organized
into Chapters which is the level through which membership is attained. The
headquarters of the National Society are in Louisville as well as the SAR Genealogical
Research Library, merchandise store, Compatriot Application Archives and currently
under development is the SAR Education Center and Museum. The headquarters are
staffed by paid employees who carry out the day-to-day responsibilities. Any compatriot
member is welcome to visit headquarters for research and to visit the museum at no
charge.
Compatriot is the official designation of a member of the National Society of the Sons of
the American Revolution. Membership categories are Regular Member or Regular Life
Member the age of 18 years and older, Junior Member under the age of 18 years, and
Memorial Membership for a deceased male of the same family as current members.
The SAR Rosette is worn by a compatriot, at his discretion, on the left lapel of his jacket
or shirt collar and is presented to a new member by his local chapter.
The President General called the PG is the official head of the National Society. He
along with the Vice-President Generals and the Executive Officers: Secretary General,
Treasurer General, Chancellor General, Genealogist, General Registrar, General
Historian, Librarian General, Surgeon General, Chaplin General, and National Trustees,
are all elected officials of the National Society. The official election occurs at the
National Congress which is held at a different location each July.
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The SAR is a tax-exempt non-profit organization per IRS 501 (c) (3). The state Society
and chapters are also authorized for this status under the umbrella of the SAR.
The SAR is a non-political organization. Chapters and state societies must never
endorse or recommend any candidate for public office, nor may meetings include the
discussion of the merits or demerits of such candidates. The SAR may take a position
on any bill or measure which may be submitted to a vote of the elected representatives
of the people or to the vote of the people.
Dues are collected each year by the state society and a portion is forwarded to the
National Society and the local Chapter.
The SAR provides the opportunity for members to receive numerous medals and
certificates that can be purchased or awarded for various contributions to the SAR and
its programs at the National, State, and Chapter levels. Awards and medals are also
available to members and non-members who have completed military, community, or
government service outside the SAR. A complete listing of these medals and
certificates can be found on the SAR website., which also describes the requirements
for acquiring or being awarded medals, pins, and certificates and the protocol for
wearing them. Also available are numerous badges and pins to be worn by members
and officers.
The website for the National Society is www.sar.org and contains much more
information concerning the SAR. Please take some time to visit the website.

The SAR Pledge:
The SAR pledge is not a pledge to the organization, but to liberty and our constitutional
republic.

Pledge of the SAR
We descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their
sacrifices, established the United States of American, reaffirm our faith in
the principles of liberty and our Constitutional Republic and solemnly
pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.

Recessional
Until we meet again. Let us remember our obligations to our forefathers,
who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and independent Supreme
Court, and a Nation of Free Men.
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APPENDIX A
Here are the committees and opportunities for you to become involved with us. Please
look over this list to see what area you would best be able to serve.
Allegiance Sunday
• Inform Washington County churches and synagogues about the SAR Allegiance
Sunday and ask them to participate in the requirements and request a copy of
their bulletin.
American Heritage and Preservation
• Encourage the educational component of SAR with schools and higher education
and strengthen the collaboration efforts with similar organizations.
Eagle Scout
• Promote SAR participation in the local Eagle Scout court of Honor ceremonies
• Advertise the opportunity for Eagle Scout Court of Honor certificates and
recognition
• Present or mail the Eagle Scout Certificate to the Scoutmaster or Court of Honor
Coordinator along with the packet of other information, flag, and flyer inviting the
Eagle Scout to participate in the essay Scholarship program
• Provide possible candidates for consideration for the Robert E Burt Boy Scout
Volunteer Award Medal to the State Society
Medals and Awards
• Keep an inventory of medals, certificates and other awards
• Solicit appropriate candidates for medals, awards and certificates
• Present potential candidates for medals, awards, or certificates
• When a medal, award or certificate will be presented, prepare the necessary
award for presentation
Newsletter Editor
• Organize and edit the monthly chapter newsletter from submitted articles
including:
• Presidents message
• Next meeting information and directions
• Secretary’s report from the last meeting
• Upcoming activities
• Historical and other related information and articles
• Other chapter related information and announcements
• Provide webmaster with the monthly newsletter for inclusion on the web-site
• Email and US mail the newsletter to compatriots and organizations
Publicity
• Publicize activities, award recipients, upcoming events and other newsworthy
information related to the SAR and the George Washington Chapter in local
newspapers, publications, radio and TV and other appropriate media.
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Revolutionary War Graves
• Identify, research, record and other appropriate activities related to graves of
those patriots that served in the Revolutionary War
• Provide periodic updates to the Chapter Grave Registry
• events, meetings, and related activities
Speakers Bureau
• Develop a list of Chapter members that are willing to be speakers on behalf of
the Chapter on 18th century, SAR, Revolutionary events and other related topics
to other organizations and events, when requested
• Develop a list of speakers and presenters that the Chapter can utilize for
meetings and events
• Procure from National SAR related resource materials for speakers
Veterans
• Provide Chapter with list of individuals to be considered for military service
recognition
• Coordinate programs to engage, honor and involve veterans
Webmaster
• Maintain the Chapter website
• Develop new update the content of the Chapter website
• Forward any requests and comments received through the website
Wreaths Across America
• Coordinate the Wreaths Across America program on behalf of the Chapter
• Solicit contributions each year for the program
• Provide follow-up and thank you to those who participate in the program
Youth Programs
• Promote participation in the youth programs:
• ROTC/JROTC
• Enhanced JROTC
• George and Stella Knight Essay contest
• Joseph S. Rumbaugh Historical Patriotic Oration Contest
• National Society Elementary School Poster Contest
• Present for judging the entries of each of the programs
• Forward winners of each contest or program to the appropriate State of National
Society
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APPENDIX B
Medals Awards and Certificates presented by the Chapter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Daughters of Liberty
Meritorious Service Medal
SAR Medal of Appreciation
Martha Washington Medal
NSSAR Color Guard Medal
Good Citizenship Medals
War Service Medal
Military Service Medal
Medal for Heroism
Law Enforcement Commendation Medal
Fire Safety Commendation Medal
Emergency Medical Services Commendation Medal
CAR-SAR Medals of Appreciation
Outstanding Citizenship Award Lapel Pin
Service to Veterans
Ton and Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award
Distinguished Service Certificate
Membership Awards (pins)
Certificate of Appreciation
Outstanding Citizen Certificate
Flag Certificate
Wounded Warrior

Medals, Awards and Certificates that can be applied for from the State or National
Society
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President General Chapter Activities
President General’s Cup
Newsletter and Website Awards
Robert B. Vance Award
Partners in Patriotism Award
Liberty Bell Americanism Award
U.S.S. Stark Memorial Award
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